
NEW YORK HERALD.
JiHIl bOROUH BIIIITT.

EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR.

orrici n. w. oo&nik or pulton and maiuu bm.

Volume XXX ¦«>. 38

Hew York, Wednesday, February 8, 1865.

tiie situation.
A movement of the Annjr of the Potomac was com-

menood on last Sunday. Early on that morning the

Fifth corps, preceded by Gregg'* cavalry, moved south¬
ward along the Halifax road, and two divisions of the
Seoond oorpn marched to the southwestward along the
Vaughn road. After going biz miles the Fifth corps
came to Rowanty creek, where it was noeessary to con¬

struct a temporary bridge. Across this a charge was

made, and with little loss the rebels were driven from
their rife pits on the south Bide. A number of the enemy
were killed, wounded and captured. Beyond Ihts point we
have no record of the operations of the Fifth
corps. The Second corps met with no opposition until
Hatcher* ran was riached, on arrival at which the First

brigade of the Third division charged across, took the
line of rifle pits on the west side, drove the rtbsl piokets
before them for a mile, and then hastily threw «if
tRMtvorta, to be prepared for an attack. The
Seoond division of the corps moved towards the

ran in tbe direction of Armstrong's ford, on near-

ing whioh the enemy's pickets were driven in. Here
also temporary intronchments were erected, on which,
at about two o'clock in the afternoon, the rebelR
opened with artillery. Subsequently a division of them
made several fierce charges on the position, but were

each time driven back with heavy loss, and at night the
«ntire Second corps rested on the ground which it had

gained. The losses of the Union troops at this point are

said to have been considerable, but not nearly so great
as those of the enemy. We publish this morning, as an

accompaniment to our despatches descriptive of this
atfelr, a map showing the scone of operation*.
Nothing of an official character has yet been made

public regarding the recent peao conference in Hampton
Roads. The rebel commissioners.Messrs. Stephens,
Hunter and Campbell.passed through the Union lines,
on their return to Richmoud, on Saturday lost.
We have despatches from Fort Fisher to Saturday last.

Everything continued quiot on Cape Fear river. The
rebels were busily engaged in strengthening Fort Ander¬

son; but, with all their extensions and improvements of

H, Admiral Porter, it is supposod, will find but little

difficulty in reducing it when be is ready to commence

the operation.
There was another interesting and very excited debate

in the rebel House of Representatives on Friday lust on

the bill to arm the negroes. Strong opposition to it was

.expressed by different members, it being urged that It
would demoralize the white troops and result in emanci¬

pation, whioh they looked upon as the' uprooting of ono

Of the most important Institutions of the South. Mr.
Orr said that if the negroes had their choice betweon the
rebel and the national army, nine htftfflred tasf ninety-
nine out of every thousand wonld join the lattor. During
the debate Jeff. Davis received a large additional amount
of abuse. An amendment to make the number of slaves
to be conscripted Into the army one hundred thousand,
-and to present oach white soldier with one slave as his

jwirate property, was offered and referred to the Military

' Our correspondent in Rio Janolro, writing on tbe 14th

.f December lant, Inform* us that there wero then three

nbel piratical vessels off the South American coast, prey¬

ing on United State* merchant vessels. The names of

thane privateers are not given. There was at the aame

time In Rio Janeiro a notorious rebel spy, lately second

lieutenant on the pirate Tallahassee, who was engaged in

chartering rossols to load with coffee for Bermuda on

rebel government account. He had already secured two

English vessels for this purpose.
Tho commissioners of the Canadian government have

commenced at Montreal an Investigation of tbe conduct

of Justice Coursol la releasing the St. Albans raiders. It

Is conducted privately. At a mass meeting held in

Toronto on Monday night, called by tho Mayor for the

purpoec of oondemnlng tbe proceedings of the govern¬
ment in regard to the rebel raiders, resolutions approving
lb' action were adopted by a large majority.
The port of Fernandlna, Fla., has been designated by

Secretary Fessenden, with tbe concurrence of the Presi¬

dent, as a place for the purchase of products of the re¬

bellions States on government account, and a purchasing
.gent to be located th»re has been appointed.

Eleven hundred Union soldiers, released from Im¬

prisonment at Richmond, arrived at Annapolis, Md.,

In the Senate yesterday Mr. Sumner made an unsuc¬

cessful effort to have his resolution, calling on the Presi¬
dent for information regarding the peace mission, taken

op. It will, however, In all probability, be adopted to-day,
as it is understood that the President has already pre¬
pared his communication on tbe subject, and only waits

an Invitation to send It to the Senate. The considera¬
tion of the Enrolment bill was resumed, and after con¬
siderable discussion and the adoption of several amend-
ments tbe bill was passed.
Ia the House of Representatives tho Select Committee

appointed to Inquire Into the circumstances connected
With tbe difficulty between Mr. Field, of Louisiana, and
Mr. Relley, of Pennsylvania, on the 20th ult, made a

..port, and recommended that Mr. Field be reprimanded
fey the Speaker, and that the resolution granting htm
the privilege of the hall as a claimant of a seat be
rescinded. The documents were ordered to be printed.
The Mil making appropriations for fortldcaticma was

passed; tfso the Army Appropriation bill, with an

amendment forbt'ldlng the payment of money for ser-

viee to such railread companies as have received grants
of land to build their roads, on condition that they would
transport troops and property of tbe United ft*ten free
of tolL This amendment Is intended to apply particu¬
larly to the Illinois Central Railroad, which has received

a million of dollars from ths government for transports
tlon. An evoning session was held for general debate.
-Seven members were present.

In the Stale Senate yesterday a petition was presented
for a tunnel railroad under Broadway, New York.
Bills were noticed to regulate the sale of hay
.ad straw in New York and Brooklyn; for
0 railroad In 12Ath street, and relative to ths
effloes of County Clerk and Register in this city.
.Bills were Introduced to incorporate the New York Un
^Urground Railroad , for the formation of a Pneumatic
tUilroad Express Company in Ibis city; to altor the map
«f Brooklyn to establish tho Cornell University, and do¬

nate to It the Income from lands presented to the Htate by
CongreM in IMS; for the improvement of that portion of
New Tork lying between 1 10th street and Harlem river; to

Incorporate tbs Merchants' Exchange and News Room,
and authorizing the ."npervlsors of New York to raise

money for certa n county purposes. Hills were passed to

prevent encroachments upon the harbor of New York
.nd for the completion of the Battery estension also
.relative to Rt Stephen's CoHegs. A communication war

peoeived from the Chief Knglneer of the Croton Aqueduct
department relative to the condition of tho sewei* In

Jtew York, wblr.h was referred A motion was then
¦tads that the national government be requested to make

pui appropriation to establish a foundry and works for the
I of cannon, (rearms and armor for war

i soma point upon tbe line of the Adirondack

t la the Assembly ths bill legalising the ordinance of
Supervisors of New York, psesed June, 1*A4. relative

innflii f riu"w Mm («MU
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Coop* I'lon w- U>« B»to£
provement and govermn.nt ofCWlhrk,«d»^vide m«oui therefor; to provide * military pftrade 0<mnd
j. Hamilton sqimre, New York ; to eioee Observatory
place, New York, and to amend the cluutor of the New
York Guaranty and Indemnity Company, were ordered
to a third read.ng. The BUM Bwunty bill wa¦ reootn-

milted to the Committee of the Whole, and made the

apecial order for the evening .eiiaion, when It wai di»-
cuasod and ordered to a third reading.

MISCELLANEOUS JEWS.
The Committee on Cities of our State Senate held a

session laet evening to hear the arguments of persons for

and again* the bUl to create,. i*d fire de^tm.nt in

this city. The Senate ohamWs, in which the meeting
took piace, was crowded during the evening by P®r8°
interested in the mailer. The greats inW^tV.manifested, and there « "TetherPresident PlatI, Chief Engineer Decker and oOmt
prominent firemen of this city and »wkly£in opyo.it on to the bill. Among tho* speared
in 1U favor were Police Commissioner Actoo Buper^-tondent Kennedy and Inspector Carpenter ^Aclocharged that the rtota of July, 1863, were instlgatod bf
runners of the Fire Department, and Qmt tb«>

nInge were flred by them. He said that the firemen
now nearly all go armed, and shoot down l»Ucem«*
thoir will, and gave notice that if the biU for the paid de¬
partment is not pawr-d It will be necessary to increaw
the pollco force or the city by one thousand men. Su¬perintendent Kennedy and Inspector Carpenter «po*e»
the same strain, and confirmed the statement, of Mr.
Acton.

. -v.Colonel Baker, the War Department deteetlv«, wme

has been In the city for thr^ week* sudoavorlng to get
At the bottom of the enlistment ftrndfl, has eucoteded m
possessing himself or aJl tli» proofs of the most gigantic
frauds and forgeries aftalnut the government by the
substitute brokers and snM orB on Governor B Island.
Twentynev' n of tho principal parties have boon arrest¬
ed, and otl.or; will be. The moat astounding disclosures
are mf.du. showing .<n extent or crime little dreamed or.
Colo* tl lJukor is still continuing his labors, but ha.
very nearly broken up tho rrauds, and placed our city In
a better position regarding our quota.
Henry 8 Kooto, tho roh-1 rugitive Congressman, ar¬

rived In this city last night from Washington, In charge
of Major Newball, or the United States Army. It 1. ro-

porlod that ho is en route to Fort Lafayrtto.
The Legislature or Maine yesterday i..ufied tho consti¬

tutional amendment abolishing slavery. Ten State, havo
now arted affirmatively upon it.

A heavy snow storm prevailed in this city yesterday
afternoon, commencing botween one and two o'clock, and
continuing till about oighl in the ovening. This of courso

put at loast a temporary stop to t!ie skating, which In the
forenoon was good. Soon after eight o'clock In the even-

lug the snow was succeedod by rain, whioh continued to
fall during tho night, accomjianlod by a strong north¬
easterly wind.
The Aldormmlc Committee on Wharves, Piers and

Slips mot yesterday to lioar the claims ?fthe oyetermen
to the exclusive uso or tho slip at the foot of Spring
street for their trade. Several oystermen were prosont,
and stated that alt they want Is an exclusive location in
that neighborhood. They would bo satisfied with the
slip at the root or Amos street. The committee, after
ascertaining the vlows of tho oystcrmei., adjournod.
Tho steamer Empire State, from this city Tor Nowport,

and the propeller Franconla, from Portland for this city,
collided in 1-ong Island Sound on last Monday night No
person wa. injured. The Empire State was consldemhly
damaged, and was towed back to thl. city for repaire,I after her passengers and freight hod been transfrrred to

another boat and sent on to Newport. Tho Franoonia
received trifling damago.
The second of the suit, of Luther C. Tlbbet. for al¬

leged slander occuplod the Supreme Court, circuit, before
Judge Leonard, during all of yesterday', eewion. ThU
suit I. brought against Mr. Twombly, Mr. Tibbets' brother-
In-law There are fifty-nine of these cases altogether, In
each or whioh, it is said, a million dollar, damage. Is
claimod. The testimony yesterday was or a most curious

and interesting character, relating alternately to corn

dealings, theology, law, spiritualism, matrimony and he
philosophy or dreams. Mr. Tibbets, who is conducting
his own case, had frequently to be corrected by the
Court. Among other witnesses he placed his own coun¬

sel on the stand, and subjocted him to a rigid examina¬
tion. The suit, or suits, will be continued to-day.

In the Court of General Sessions yesterday, Count
Johannes requested Recorder Hoffman to charge the
Orand Jury upon the law or libel, which Uls Honor de¬
clined to do, District Attorney Hall having objected to
the Count Interrupting the business or tho court, be not

being a regular councilor or it. An order tor a panel or
one thousand Jurors, returnable next Monday, was

granted. Thomas Johnson, a boy, was convicted or
grand larceny for having fftolon forty dollar, worth of
bonnets from a .how c. George Young wa. tried and
acquitted on a charge of stealing three hundred and

ninety dollar, from Mre. Ella William., residing In Ehn
stre.'t. Henry Carter and Patrick MeCarty wor®

manded for sontenco, the former having *""7
of the second degree or forgery and tho lattero ^thothird degree of burglary. A servant girl named Margaret
Atkins pleaded guilty to grand larceny, In having stolen

different articles belonging to Mr. Samuel Thurston,^eluding a ring on the finger of hi. dead wife. She
sentenced to the State Prt*m for two year* and six
month.
The tedious trial of the will of James Thomas, which

occupied the Surrogate's Court during all the month of

January, came to a termination yesterday, the matter

being compromised, under advice of the Surrogate. The
will Is admitted to probate. The Christy will case will be
resumed before the Surrogate on Monday next.

Early yesterday morning two men of suspicions ap¬
pearance, each having on his shoulder a well filled travel¬

ling bag, were arrested by a policeman in Broadway,
near Amity street. Wtiilo being conveyed to tlie station

house the prisoners made a sadden stop, when each of
thom instantly fired two shots at the ollicor from revolv¬
ers in their possession. They both then attempted to

make their escape, In which one of*lhem succeeded ; bat
the other, who gave his name as Charles English, was

pursued by the officer, who was not injured by their

shooting, and recaptared, together with both the sus

picious bags, which were found to contain five hundred
dollars worth of boots, stolen from a Broadway store.

Kng lish was locked up for trial.
Emma Hubbard, twenty three yean of age, was yes¬

terday committed to the Tombs, in default of one thou¬
sand dollars bail, charged with having, on the night of
the 3Ttb of last October, stolen over six hundred dollars
In money and Jewelry from William Koran, of Geneva,
N. Y., while the two were stopping together at a house In
White street.
The case of Gnstav Volghtman, alleged to have com¬

mitted forgeries on the Berlin and Hamburg Railway
Company, was again before Commissioner White yester¬
day. Additional testimony was taken, and then the ease

was further amounted over to next Monday.
The Arago, one of the steamers forced aground at

Brooks Point, In the Mississippi river, by the breaking up
of the Ice gorge on Saturday last, subsequently took Are
and was burned to the water's sdge. A portion of her
cargo was saved. Included la that lost were fifty tons of
government freight.
The stock market was higher yesterday. Government

securities were firm. Gold opened at 21* and cloeed at

318*.
There wns not much change In the commercial status

yesterday, though the upward tendency of gold daring
business hours had the effect of rendering the markets
firm. Domestic goods, In |>artinalar, were firm, and In
some esses higher. Business, however, was moderate,
and the aggregate sales were larger Mian on Monday.
Cotton was Arm. Petroleum was nominal. On 'Change
the flour market was more active, and prloes advanced
Sc. a 10a Wheat was also 1c. a 3c. higher, with rather
more doing. Corn was firm and more active; while eats
ware 1c. higher. The pork market opened firmer and
more active, but cloeed dull and heavy B«ef was mere

active, but without decided change in value. The lard
market was also firmer, with an Increased demand.
Whiskey was scarcely so firm, and less active, freights
were quiet but firm.

Oc* N»w Paaoi Commihsionwrh..The Pre¬
sident's call for thro* hundred thousand men
is to (ro into effaot vittont any more delay
than may be neoessary to afford proper oppor¬
tunity for the oorrectlon of unavoidable mis¬
takes in the Provost Marshal General's office.
Tbif work, however, must be now pretty well
advaaoed, as for several weeks past great car*
has been fllven to the correction of the enrol¬
ment These three hundred thousand men
are oar new peaoe commissioners to the
Jame* river, and, under General Grant, their

mi* abtk ytlito* xm Actus

of Um Axrnf.
The n#wa from tfi* armies before Richmond

indicates a resumption of active hostilities.
The Second and Fifth oorpa made a movement
on Sunday last in the direction of the South-
side Railroad. The developments thus far do
not clearly reveal the oharacter of the more¬

ment It may prove to be only a reconnois-
sance, or it may lead to a general engagement.
The news from that point will be looked for
with interest The movement began immedi¬
ately after the return of the rebel peace com¬
missioners to Richmond, and before they oould
have reported the result of their mission. The

resumption of hostilities by General Grant
first conveyed to the rebel soldiere the newB of
the failure of peaoe negotiations, and must
have most unpleasantly aroused them from
their dreams of peace.
Ttk» Vpikotof the little Pcm« Conference.

We Must Conqner m, Peace.
Abraham Lincoln is one of the shrewdest

diplomats of the day. This (hot Is abundantly
established in the results of the late peace oou-
forenoe. When, at. a moment's warning, he
harried down, as fast as steam eoaid carry him,
to meet the rebel peaoe oompSssioners in
Hampton Roads, there were some over nice in¬
dividuals who regarded this as a very undigni- .

fled act of condescension ; there were some who
were afraid that he had gone upon a fool's er¬

rand ; and there were many of the republican
radical war party who were apprehensive that
the deep, designing and aoute rebel lawyers
with whom he had to deal would wind him
around their fingers and extort from him some

dishonorable and damaging concessions in be¬
half of peace. All these distrustful parties have
good reasons now for the satisfaction which
they express, that Old Abe cemes out of this
contest with the diplomatic jugglers of rebel-
dom the absolute master of the situation.
The especial objeot of the rebel commission¬

ers, it appears, was a little armistice, of which
they are just now very much in need. If, with¬
out requiring irom them a recognition of the
supreme authority of the Union, they could
adroitly worm out of the Illinois railsplitter a

little armistice, they might hold it up to Europe
as involving a recognition of their equality as

"belligerents" and the independence of their
confederacy. They have been intriguing, man¬

oeuvring and finessing, In every possible
way, tor some convenient quibble of this sort
from the beginning. But, "putting bis foot
down firmly" upon the simple ultimatum and
condition precedent of the recognition of the
sovereign authority of the United States, North
and South, Old Abe, among the astonished rebel
peace jugglers, was a giant among the pigmies.
No doubt he enjoyed his conference with

them as a good joke, and a good thing for the
good cause. He knew his strength, he knew
that his position was impregnable, and he
"jumped" at the opportunity to remove all
doubts, to silence all fallacious peace clamors,
and to present to the loyal States the single,
substantial and paramount fact that we can

have no peace with the so-called Confederate
Statos short of the expulsion of Jeff. Davis
from Richmond, and the defeat and dispersion
ot Lee's army; and to the rebellious States the
open door of the Union, with all its constitu¬
tional guarantees, as their only way of escape
from their sufferings and disasters under this
terrible war.
The people of the loyal and the rebellious

States will know now exactly where they stand.
Before the meeting of these diplomats in Hamp¬
ton Roads Jeff. Davis, in an elaborate pub¬
lished letter, had laid bare the fallacy and the
impossibility of a peace convention of all the
States, knooking the underpinning completely
away from the Chicago platform; and now that
other peace fallacy of a half-way compromise is
just as completely demolished. Not an inch
of ground 1b left our Northern democratic peaoe
agitators to stand upon. Several of the most

prominent leaders of this faction in Congress,
since the return of President Lincoln from his
voyage of discovery, havo admitted this fact,
and frankly committed themselves to a vigorous

I prosecution of the war. As they have gone, so

will the mass of their Northern followers go;
and we have thus the prospect fairly before us

of a more harmonious and effective union of
all parties in the loyal States for vigorous war

than at any time since their first grand,
spontaneous uprising with the rebel bombard¬
ment of Fort Sumter.
On the other hand, while the issue of this

late peace conference is thus operating to
unite the North, it will operate to widen the
distractions, dissensions, demoralizations and
conftislon existing throughout the rebellious
States. The peaoe factions of those States, it Is
true, have never yet ventured to discuss the
propriety or possibility of their return to toe
"old Union;" but they cannot now much
longer avoid the real issue before them. They
may be temporarily held under subjection by
the clamors of the Southern war faction and the
army In their hands; but another decisive
military disaster will Inevitably preoipitate a

Southern popular revolution in behalf of peace,
on tbe inevitable basis of submission to the
Union.
To bring about this wholesome reaction our

General-in-Chief, his subordinate generals and
the armies under them, and our supporting
blue jackets of the navy, arc our only peace¬
makers. The defeat and dispersion of the army
of General Lee will give us peace. This great
achievement may soon be a matter of history,
with anything like activity and energy among
the authorities and people of the loyal States
in strengthening the armies of the Union. We
cannot doubt the truth of General Sherman's
opinion, that if we act now as if preparing for
another four years war, the war will be ended
in four months ; but if we depend solely upon
our armies as they arc, the struggles may yet
go on for four years. Let us strengthen our

armies at once, and bring this steering rebel¬
lion into the dust before it can right Itself for
farther resistance.

Pat of Oto Soloikiis..There 1b nothing that
will make . mm work bo well, or ft soldier to

.gbt more determinedly, m a full puree and

. toll stomach. The ideft of Napoleon,
Wellington and Scott was the name in thfe
respect. They ftlwsya thought that their soldiers
fought bettor on fill stomachs. Our troops, It
is true, hare plenty to eat, but the government
is not prompt enough in paying them their
greenbacks. Theac (hey want to send home tft
their families, so that, they boing provided for,
the soldier will have mofe stomaoh to ge into
Ibe fletol eUkUMi ftttaai* <rf U» ""-rjfa

-.¦>-..- I J,, .
1 ItatlM* Opmem (kt ObA« ffiLr.aL.

Mo** Iter tht WatropoJU.
The rise progreas of the Open la this

country will supp.'/ . fine subject, some day or

other, for a very admirable booh. Rye or six
years ago the Opera wis by no means popular
even in this metropolis. People had to be
fltfrly coaxed or driven to the Academy. A
beggarly array of empty boxes was the cus¬

tomary entry upon the impressario't account
book. Occasionally there would be a rush tor
seats and a great crowd; but ordinarily the
audiences were select and few. Now all this
is changed. Every performance at the Academy
draws a good house. It seems impossible to
keep the people away. "The manager oannot
drive the public off, even with a stick," as a critic
wittily observed when reviewing the demerits
of one of the singers. The provinoee, which
take their tone from the metropolis, are becom¬
ing equally Uberal pajrons ojart Prom Phila¬
delphia to Chicago", every city of any size has
its Opera House, and it is always well attended.
Indeed, we know of few stronger evidences of
the rapid advance which this country has made
during the last ten yean than the universal
popularity, in spite of our civil war, of this
meet refined and moetexpensive of ti*
But now that New York has gone so fkr and

the provincial cities are following so olosely
upon her footsteps, It is quite «fae that we
should go further and fare better. Paris is not
only the metropolis of Prance but of all Eu¬
rope, and in the same sense New York is the
metropolis of this oontinent One opera house
should not suffice for us, sinoe even Brooklyn
can afford that In point of feet, we have in
this city sufficient material for at least two
opera companies at present, and reinforcements
are constantly arriving. Several imprefsarii.
too, are in the field; but they have no place in
which to pitch their tents, and are compelled to
go wandering around the country, camping
here and there as chance or policy may dictate.
The manager who secures our Academy, no

matter how unskilful he may be or how weak
a company he may have, is praotioally master
of the situation. He has, in effect, a monopoly
of the metropolis. There are our theatres, to
be sure; but few of them are to be obtained
for operatic purposes at the proper sea¬

son of the year, and none of them have
the indispensable acoustic requisites. Under
those circumstances our opora goers have only
the choice of the famous Hobson. It is the
Academy or nothing. At this present writing
there is a French opera company, of whose
merits we know nothing, actually prowling
about the city seeking some hall in whioh to
sing. Foiled at every point, they have even en¬

tertained insane ideas of immigrating to Brook¬
lyn, Williamsburg, Hoboken, Jersey City or

Staten Island, to find a room in which to warble.
This state of affairs should not be allowed to
continue, and we are happy to repeat our an¬

nouncement that another opera house will soon

be erected in this city. The sooner the fetter
for art and tor our public.

A -suitable plot of ground has already been
seoured tor the new Opera Comique. This site
is in the upper part of the city, several blocks
above Fourteenth street, and opposite one of
our most remarkable public buildings. We
leave to imagination the pleasing task of de¬
ciding upon the exaot location, which we are

not yet at liberty to announce, lest we should
raise the price of building lots in that vicinity.
The edifice will be much smaller than the
Academy of Music, and will include a parterre,
three tiers of comfortable private boxes
and a splendidly arranged foyer for pro-
menades and conversation between the acts.
The parterre will be for gentlemen and
the private boxes for parties. The per¬
formances will consist of comio operas, in
French, and French vaudevilles, on alternate
nights. If any impressario may chance to have
an Italian opera company which he wishes to
introduce to ourpublio, in spite of the Academy
monopoly, he can be accommodated at the
Opera Comique. The interests of M. Juignet's
French comedy company will be by no means

overlooked. We have no doubt that, from the
very first night, the Opera Comique will be
most feshionable and most successful. It will
bear the same relation to the Academy as the
Gymnaae, at Paris, does to the Theatre Fran¬
cis, where only classical plays are produced.
Such an establishment appears to us an abso¬
lute necessity in New York. There are a

thousand considerations in its favor, and not
one has yet been urged against it It will give
us a standard by which to judge not only our

operatic, but our theatrical performances. It
will immediately becomo a fashionable centre,
a miniature Paris in America. We urge the
gentlemen connected with this enterprise to
push it forward vigorously, so that the Opera
Comique may be inaugurated, with appropriate
ceremonies, by this time next year. Colonel
David Crockett's motto was, "Be sure you're
right, then go ahead." About the entire suc¬

cess of the undertaking there can be no doubt,
and there should be no delay in its vigorous
proseoution.
Ths Stati of thb Worlo..Of the thousand

millions of people who inhabit the globe, di¬
vided into more than a hundred different na¬

tionalities, it appears that only the United
States, Mexico, Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay and

a few other insignificant States, are now at war.

It seems to be an essential principle of human
progress that some of the nations of the earth
should be always cutting each others' throats.
Formerly the savages were ahead in this re¬

spect Scaroely a week passed over them with¬
out one tribe meeting another in hostile array,
and cutting and slashing in the moet approved
style. Now this is all changed. The savages, all
the world over, seem to be at peace, and the
civilized nations are not Those that are not ac¬

tually at war are preparing for it But the great¬
est war of all that the world has seen is that
whioh we are waging in this country. All
other* are diminished before it But with our
three hundred thousand new peace commis¬
sioners, and our armies already in the field, we
intend to wind it up very soon, and thus to give
the other nations of the world a lesson how to
put down rebellion and govern properly, as
well as how to make war upon a grand and
successful scale.

Th« Weathbb am) nra Poo*..We alw*jn
hav* mow atome in the month of February.
Yesterday a pretty heavy one dun on end-
denly, vrbtoh toon eorered our streets with iti
feathery drapery, and last night we were
visited by a northeasterly storm of rain and
hail of anosual severity. The winter, on the
whole, haa been rather a severe one. Yet,
strange to aay, there haa been leaa apparent
aiMl mObxim tea ml** bw h*s» »

. n ii ii ftTT
pected. Bat, «)tboagh not forced upon ptos
%tte^|oiL ttiwe Is much ¦aflwing, want u4
potMj m 9or midst, sod whenever the wealthy
sad comfortable see s Meaning snow storm it
is time for them to remember the poor.

PHrkUeri on thi BruUlan Coast.
OVB BIO JANB1BO OOBJUBTOMDBNOB.

Bio, Dm. 14, 1801
As the Bull la about to class and I have a few itsms of

nsws, I forward them to you for pubttoation. A notorious
ratal spy, late second lieutenant of the Tallahassee, la
now here trying to charter aome venule to load with
ooSee for Bermuda for the rebel government Be haa
already aucceeded in getting two English vessels, or shipsaalling under English oolora. Be oame here from St.
Thomas, Weat Indies.
There are three privateers off thli coast, destroying

and bonding all American vessels that fall In their way.
It seema that our ships-of war at Montevideo do not
know of the presence or theae vessels on the Hraalllan
coast. The Kngliah man-of-war Curlew escorted an
American prig last weA Into port. She had been chased
by ene of the privateers. The American government
ought to have some ahlpa hero to look after their inte¬
rests

The Arlen Fancy Dress Ball.
OBAMD DISPLAY BXFBCTBD AT THB AGADBKT OF
music to-mobbow nioht.a oonvbokhatr bal¬
loon AND BKBBL "BLUB BBLLIBS".THB OBBBN-
BAOB QUADBILLS, WIOBBD CLUB, BTC.

The annual fancy dreaa ball of the Arlon Society is to
take plaoe at the Academy of Music to-morrow evening,
and If Dame Bumor ia not very much at fault, the ooea-

ston will be marked by even more than the usual display
of wit, hnmor, fan, extravagance and nonsense harmoni¬
ously blended. The balls of thisassociation have attracted
so much attention lately that something more than the
mammary brief notice of auch ocourreneae is onlled lor.
In a few v o ds, therefore, we will sum «p the origin,
progress and present ilatut of the Arion.
On'the 23d of January, 1864, thirteen gentlemen, who

h«h been members of 'the German Liederkranz, as¬

sembled together and resolved to form themselves Into a

musical association. Their names aro F. T. Adams, W.

Ourleys, B. Depken, Y. Ely, O. Friedeborn, F. Olenln, J.
O. Flundt, Dr. F. Kuncher, 0. Melichar, T. Puck, 0.

Triaoca, 0. Wober and F. Waibel. The object which they
proposed to themselves was the cultivation of vocal
music by studying and publicly performing seloct pieces
of well known composers, and thereby exercising a bene¬
ficial influence upon social life genorally. Like the poet,
they bolioved that be who is incapable of enjoying mu¬
sical sensations "is fit for treasons, stratagems and
spoils".a doctrine which seems to have been
adopted to some extent by Uurnoy, the ac¬

complished author of the history of music, who
writes that "though there may bo no particular
connection between correctness of car and rectltudo of
mind, yet without the least hyperbole, It may be said
that, extent paribus the man who is capable of being
affected by sweot sounds is a being more perfectly organ¬
ized than he who is Insensible to or offended by thorn. "
The Bocloty increased and multiplied in strength and
numbers until at the present day it has swellod to the
handsome proportions of two hundred and seventy
membors, all mon of weight and character In the com¬

munity. In the otrioct they proposod to themselves at
the start.to wit. tho cultivation of vocal music.they
have been remarkably suco sBful, and In the collateral
design of mixing up a little nonsonso with their study of
the "art divine." they have probably eclipsed every¬
thing of the klna that has boon attempted in this City.
Their annual balls have bean characterized by a
wonderful display of comicality, fancy dress and artis¬
tic decorations. Every year the programme is entirely
varied, and novelties and well managed surprises de¬
light those who attend the ball and lend a charm to It
that Is nover attempted at the balls of other associations.
Last year, for instanoe, tho spectators were astounded
by the spectacle of a man hurled from the top of the
Academy of Music to the bottom. Bis head struck
with fearful vlolenoe against the second tier, and
every body imagined his brains must have been dashed
out. But what was the surprise of the audience
to notice after all that a rope was attached to the seat
of the breeches of what appeared to be a man, and that
be was not llesh and blood at all. -but only a stuffed
figure. The idea of the hurling was Intended to

represent the cruel fate of Arion, the ancient harpist,
in whose honor the society has been christened. Our
readers, or sopio of them, are doubtless anxious to learn
who is Arlon ^pd all about him ; and although we gave a

short sketch of him last year, It will do no harm to re¬

peat it in a briefer form in connection with the present
notice.

Arion, according to Lempriere's "BibUotluca Clamica,"
was "a famous lyric poet and musician, son of Cylos of
Methymna, in the Island of Lesbos. Be went into
Italy with Periander, tyrant of Corinth, where he ob¬
tained immense riches by his profession. Some time
after he wished to revisit his country, and the sailors of
the ship In which he embarked resolved to niurdor him,
to obtain tho riches which he was carrying to Lesbos.
Arion beggod that he might be permitted to play some
melodious tune; and as soon as he had finished it, he
threw himself into the sea. A number of dolphins had
been attracted round the ship by the sweetness ef his
music ; and it is said that one of them carried him safe
on his back to Lcanarua, where he hastened to the
court of Periander, who ordered all the sailors to
be crucified at their return."

It is hardly fair, perhaps, to destroy the pleasure of the
ball to morrow night by desoriblng the novelties and sur¬

prises in advance. But permission having been given to
us to expose a few of them, the blame, Ifany, should be
vialted upon the heads of the officers or the society. Tho
first and chief novelty, will oonsist ofa balloon.a Confed¬
erate balloon, bless tnsmark.which will be stuffed with
rebel money, known among the rebs. ss "bias bellies,"
on account of their oolor. The balloon will ascend from
the parquet of the Academy of Muslo about eleven
o'clock in the evening, and when up near the dome an

explosion will take plaoe, tho bubble will burst, the rebal
money will be scattered down upon the heads of the
Armus and their guests, and all who desire to invest In
that expansive currency will be afforded a magnlfloent
opportunity.
Besides the Confederate balloon there will also be a

greenback quadrille. 8txtoen Artona, dressed In cos¬
tumes representing the verdant federal currency, will
forward two, balance to their partners, and go through
all the Orures of the quadrille, while they represent all
the greenback figures from dollar one upwards.

Mr. C. Triacca, President of ths association, also n-

forma us that tho Sekutfel Bund, or Wicked Club, which
made Itself rather conspicuous at last year's ball, will
appear to morrow night as a Fugend Bund, or Club of
Virtue, having been peuuadedto give up their nvi! ways.
It remains to lie seen whether as men of godliness they
will conduct themselves any better.
Numerous othor capital surprises will be presented,

but by request we refrain from entering into further
particulars.
The decorations will be nnder the direction of the

samo artist who had charge of ths ornamentation for ths
Japanese, Russian and other celebrated balls.
banners, oomic statues and original devices will bo ar¬
ranged In every part of the building, and the oost of this
Item alene will, it Is said, he enormous
The present officers of the Arion 8oeiety are:.C.

Triaoca, President; F. Kaunn, Vice President; Messrs.
Strathmann and Uaedsr, Secretaries.

Italian Opbba. Fautt was given at the Academy last
svenlng with the same cast as last sosson, except the
Mephlstopheles, which wsa sung, for ths first time hore,
by Signor Bellini, end, we may add, was song in e very
acceptable manner, allowing for all the difficulties which

e baritone has to contsnd with In rendering a basso pert
If the malignant spirit of Mephlstopheles himself had
oonsplred with all other demoniac influences
to invent a kind of weather most unpropltlous
fsr opera, or any other amusement outside
of one's home, they could not have produced anything
more horrible than the weather was last night, and yet
ths Academy was well and fashionably filled. No one
who looked at the brilliant pieture which the house pre¬
sented would Imsgine that the elements were wsrring
without Ths opera was received with greet enthusiasm.
Miss Ksllogg's Marguerite la now bo familiar, and yet so

excellent, that It calls for no criticism. Shs was In good
voice, snd sang welL Lottl exhibited more vigor than
heretofore in his rendition of Ftastd, and received con-

sidsrsbls evidences of approbation.
Norma, will be given to-night, with Zeechl In her greet

rdU of the Prlsetsse, and Maasimlllani as Poll!©.

Tn Mntoim-Vii Amhurgh k Co. are continually
adding to the attractions of their oollectlon, and several
change* haw recently been made In the disposition of
the animate that give Intereat to the exhibition. AU the
old llona have been removed from the performing dens,
In which Professor Langworthy displays his power* of
control over "the wild beasts of the forests," and now
his cages are entirely filled with young and vigorous
specimens of the lion, tiger and leopard species. His
performance* early to the season wore ynususlly excit¬
ing, but, with the addition of the new and comparatively
untamed besstsjust Introduced, they surpass In "sense
tional" Interest anything s«on In this city for years. A
?err rare creature.the Abyssinian ibex, or Mount Hlnal
Jaal.has Just been received. It' Is found In Abyssinia,
Egypt Its great peculiarity Is the enormous sine of Its
horns As In early times no great pains had been taken

in classifying the different genera and species of animal
life, It does not seem Improbable that this animal 1s a dl
reel dsscetidant of the Mm desnribod la Uenoeis xxli, IS.
At any rate the idea Is saggestive.

Mr. 3. N. Pathww's Obsosnt .The second mtrtt
.mmfenfa oT Mr. J. N Pattisoa will take piaoe at Stein
way's rooms, Fourteenth street, to morrow evening. The
great success which attended the first toirtr of the series
Is a guarantee that the entertainment to morrow even¬

ing will be attractive snd enjoyable. Mia Lanra Harris,
soprano, and Mile, flktnmllla Urso, the violinist, will
assist. Mr. Pattison's decided talent asa pianist is In itself
¦uOelent attraction to draw a large audience.

Tn IiauAM BsffsvoLaxT Socistt's Ball .The annual
ball of Uwftnilaa Benevolent Society will take place on
Friday evening next; the proceeds will be given for the
benefit of the orphans of volunteers and the Italian even-

i ing school, lately opened under the suKpices of the
UU. 'iM hMi .wUi ha * ran 4ns aAUx

WEST VIRGINIA.
1V« Captmre of the «a«rttla Harry (ML

m«r.

% KB. ohailki b. riuufiya despatch.
^ W ¦Iwiiom, Feb. T, 1866.

In addition to "" brief account telegraphed to tha
nT,.n jester, .<wlatlve to the capture of the notortowi
rebel guerilla and i^qbwajrman, Mfjor HeoryHillmac, I
oommunioate tha following:.
The capture *u made tf M^Jor Young, of General

Sheridan's scouts, who waa in c<Hn(n«POd of twenty ftre
picked men. Major Young had been oot on a scout for
three continuous daya before the capture of Gilmer,'
tracking and capturing rebel soldiers and gNcrillas at
different pointa. On Sunday morning Major Young
learned that Harry Gilmer had been in the country, la
the vicinity of Mooreflelda, having received authority
from General Early to conaolidate McNeil's and Wead-
eon's rebel guerilla companies with his own battalloa,
with the ulterior design of raiding on the Baltimore at#
Ohio Railroad during the winter, and to title* part la
other operations during the ensuing spring. Tlie oua-
solidation did not please the officer* or rnon of the twa
companies named. Their dlssatisfact.on whs oxpre««ea
to Gilmer, and at the time of his capture he wus on i
visit to an influential person to got his uksiatonco in tha
matter.

MaJ. Young traoked the wily guerilla chief to a pl*ee
near the South Fork river, three inllos west of Moorfieid.
Bo accurate waa hla information in regard to the whara-
abouta of Gilmer, that It came down to the question of
which one of the two houaea he was In.one occupied bgr
a man named Randolph, and the other by a maa
named Williams.each a short distance frost
the othar. Guards were placed on both
while Mai. Young In person started In
search Raqdolph'a house. As ha approached the atabln
he aaw a little colored aervant girl, who stooped on see¬
ing tha ofloere. He Inquired or her whose horse* thoaa
were there in the stable, and did they, belong to soldiers?
She replldd they were not soldiers' horses.they ba>
longed to Major Gtimer. This answer waa aatlafafr
torjr to Major Young, and he at once started
fer tha dwelling houao, and was met at
the door.by. the landlady, to an Interrogatory pqttohef
as to who was in the house. She said no person except
members of her own family. Tho answer was unsatis¬
factory, and a search of the premises was commenced,
when, reaching a room on the n-cond floor, the door
was gently opened, when Major Gilmer and his cousin, a
rebel officer, were found lying In bed awake.
Major Young In an Instant was at tho bed side, seized

Gilmer's pistols, which were on a chair, aud then asked
Gilmer who he was. He replied, "Major Gilmer," and
then added to hla confrontoiv "Who tho devil are youf"
The major replied, "Major Young, of General Sheridan's
scouts."
The prisoners were ordered to dress, and in a few

minutes were attlrod in full suits of gray. They w«m
then taken in charge by the guard outside and marched
to WiuchcHtor. A splendid black horse belong¬
ing to Gilmer, which he stole on one of
hla raids Into Pennsylvania, wus also captured.
Major Gilmer on his march to Winchester begged
that ho might have some sort of a show given tilin in a
race for his life, as he was shamefully neelected by sleep¬
ing In a houae undressed. He said any officer that slept
in a house ought to be captured and shot. . Gilmer always
carried with him a thick English robe, made in baggy
style, so that be could get Inio it and thus lie down In
the wsods aud sleep. He was alwavB attended by a fa¬
vorite bloodhound, who gave tlmoly notice of the ap¬
proach of strangers-
On the trip, Major Young encountered the rebel Cap¬

tain Stumpp, of the Eighteenth Virginia regiment, of
Imboden's command. Ho made a dosperate reelstanoa
to his capture, and was only laduoed to surrender whaa
perforated with bullets front the pistols of our man.
from the effects of which he died. On tM
person of this officer, in bla waist belt, wat
three revolving pistols, of very novel and peculiar
English manufacture. They have twelve chambers and
one barrel Tor ordinary firing, and an additional barrel
for throwing aluga. The hammer is so arranged aa to
discharge one barrel at a time, or one chamber and tha
slugs barrel at the same time. These pistols are mada
especially for guerilla warfare, and are the first oapturec
by our troops.

The New NUlUrjr Dcpartmeati.
Sr. Loui* Feb. «, IMS.

Major General John Pope has arrived la this city I*
take command of the new military division to which ha
baa been recently appointed by the War Department
General Pope'a division includos the department* of

Missouri and Kansas and the Northwest Department.
The Missouri and Kansas departments an to be oea-

aoltdated and called the Department of the Missouri, un¬
der MsJ. Gen. Dodge, with headquarters at Leavenworth
City.
The Department of the Northwest is assigned to Geo.

Curtis, with huadquarters at Milwaukee. Gen. Pope's
headquarters will be in St. Loots.
The great Mississippi valley is now divided and com¬

manded as follows:.
Division of the Mississippi, commanded by MaJ. 0«ol

Sherman, divided as follows:.Departments of the Ohio
and Cumberland, consolidated, under Gen. Thomas, sad
Department of the Tennessee, under Gen. Howard.
The division of the West Mississippi, commanded to

Major General Canby, is divided as follows:.Departmea
of the Gulf, under General Huribut; Department of tho
Mississippi, under General Dana, and Department of
Arkansas, under General J. J. Reynolds.

Division of the Missouri, commanded by Major General
Pope, and divided aa above.

Hews from Fortreaa Mearoe.
Fortrbss Monror, Feb. 6, 180.

The following coal schooners arrived here to-day^.
The Sarah J. Bright, 0. E. Elmer, Maggie Van Dusen ant
Sophia Ann, all of Philadelphia. For some time past oeol
haa been a very scarce artiele here; but as navigation ti
now open the supply will be equal to the demand here.
The Bteamere New Jersey and North Point arrived hero

at nine A. M. from Fort Fisher. They brought no nssrs.
The steamer Rebecca Barton, from Beaufort, N. C., ar¬

rived at nine A. M., with malls and passengers. Our
forces are building a railroad from Newborn to Klnstoa.
seventeen miles, under the superintendence of Colonel
McAlpine.
The expectation is that the exchange of prisoners win

now go on regularly.
Generate Curtis and Pennypacker, both of whom wera

wounded at tho capture of Fort Fisher, are still here, at
the Chesapoake Hospital, and at last aocounta slowly re¬
covering General I'onnypacker's wound waa a very
severe one, and it will bo some time bofore ho oan
recover, but is doing well under the clrcumstanoee.

City Intelligence.
Thb Dura or Mr. Bkahch.Suspicion Rsotanmo ram

Mattrr..An announcement appeared In the Haaau
nearly three weeks since of the death of Mr. William
Branch, a broker, who, it was alleged, waa killed
by being struck on the head by a brick which fsll
from a scaffold erected against a new building ta
Broad street, adjoining the "open board" of broken,
where Mr. Branch waa engaged at the time In selling
stocks. It waa supposed that an Inquest had been held
over the remains or Mr. Branch, but such appears ask
to have been the osoe. Yoaterdav afternoon a grntlutnaa
called at the Coroners' office and arted to see the testi¬
mony ell< Ited, bat waa politely Informed by Mr. George
Mark ay. the olerk. that no Inquisition had been held oa
the body of the deceased broker. The City Inspector'a
office was next visited, whon the following memorandum
was fooad on the books of that department

Jam. ML UK
William Branch, thirty-eight years, US West Thirteenth

street, United Htates, congestion of the brain. Longwart^
Undertaker. UreenwoodT A. MOTT, Phyuoian.

1 by some of Mr. Branch's friends thst ha
i sufficiently malignant to take his life, aad

it the brick which caused his deoth was ta¬

ll Is alleged
bore enemies i
thoy fear that t
tentlonally thrown at him. U Is probable the matter will
be further inveotlgated by the proper aothorltiea
A Cam or Strrraamo..John Probe rt, a seaman oa

board of the receiving ship North Carolina, not long sinee
fell from aloft, striking tho dock on his faoe. Ho la
In consequence paralysed aad almost Idlotlo. He waa a

very active seaman, faithful to his duty, and bore an hon¬
orable character. His oountry people (Welshmen) are
endeavoring to raiao a little money to send him home la
his friends In Wales. This case is one of real need, and
any contributions which the kind hearted may send t«
this office for the purpose shall be added to what hlg
countrymen are trying to collect far blm. n>e chadto-
table young lady, Him Susannah Ivans, the temperaoeo
lecturer, from Wales, haa headed the subscription with
twenty dollara
Tn SoLmsa Bom now at ths New York Soldiers'

Depot, (0 Howard street, have bees Invited, through the
kind liberality of Mr. Heaiy Wood, to visit his theatra
this evening. They will pass ever the stags aad
go through with some of their evolutions^ for tho
gratification of the audience, and aa some slight return
fcr politeness extended them. And on Thursday evea-

Ing will exhibit, free of charge, and drill with guns at
the Soldiers' Depot
Grand Fata at Sr. Tianu's Cavann. .A grand Mr

will be opened to day at St. Teresa's church, to raioo

funds to pay off the debt yet unliquidated. In addition
to the numerous novaltim that will bo offered there wUI

be a tract of land, comprising one hundred scree of valu¬
able aoti, put up for rb^cee, so that the locky winner
will have no need to regret his display of ohant.v. A
valuable oil painting of tae late Archbishop will hkewiae
be among the articles sxpoeed for chance.

¦we "rit
General J. J Bartlett, United Statae Armj
8. Halsled, Jr., Newark. » J., " 0 FKlh-
Washington, sr. at the Fifth Avense Motel

Major General Wright, Army of the Potomac; Captain
Condry, United Statm *avy. and Hon. W. H fromeroy,
l'onghkoepale, Jo at the Irving Houae.

(General Meequsra, ex-Preeldant of the United States of
Colombia, together with his suite, Is at ths Clarsndon
Hotel.
Colonel T J Allso, United States Army ; Walter Har-

oer hi Loot*: Walter Miller, At U>"»; 0. © Ghapla,
-tor'lnsOeld : O. Odf, Indiana, J. B. Kill* and wife, Cairo*
H m Knox, 01 OHy1 " Blake, Wlsooaala, R. Market*.
HartUKd. MtUoatlilgft fetaL


